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Our mission is to provide  
nurturing safe havens to vulnerable  

inner-city children when schools  
are traditionally closed
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Letter from KidSafe’s Executive Director Quincey Kirschner

I often say that talking about KidSafe 

is one of my very favourite things to 

do. I love this organization and I’m 

incredibly proud of our team and what 

we’ve accomplished over the past 

year, so I am naturally very excited to 

write this message to all of you, our 

members and supporters.

In the coming years as we work to ex-

pand to meet the growing demand for 

our programs, we will continue to fo-

cus on deepening our program as well; 

ensuring that we’re providing each of 

our kids with access to all kinds of en-

richment activities, that they feel safe 

and connected within their own com-

munities, that their bellies are full, and 

that they know they can count on us.

I am deeply grateful to every person 

and organization who has been a part 

of our work this year. It’s because of 

your support that our kids can show 

up to KidSafe and know that we are 

unconditionally in their corner, and  

for that, I thank each and every one  

of you.

All my very best,

Quincey

Cece Angus 

Teri Christopher 

Keith Jensen 

Curtis Johansson 

Kris Kotzer 

James MacInnis 

Krystyna Niziolek 

Samantha Stepney 

As demographics in Vancouver 

are shifting, KidSafe is expanding 

to respond to the ever-growing 

need for our programs. This past 

year KidSafe has opened 3 new 

sites throughout Vancouver, one of 

which is at Cunningham Elementary 

School. We recently checked in with 

Cunningham’s Principal, Rosemary 

Thomas, to ask her how it’s going 

so far. 

“One of the things we’ve noticed in the 

neighbourhood is a lack of community 

centers within walking distance. A lot 

of our kids aren’t able to access other 

resources, and the kids who have at-

tended KidSafe previously were being 

bussed to other KidSafe sites outside 

of their community. Having KidSafe at 

Cunningham and the walking school 

bus to get to the program is a fan-

tastic addition. Kids are learning how 

to navigate their own neighbourhood 

now that they can attend KidSafe in 

their own school. Some kids may not 

feel comfortable venturing out after 

school, but having KidSafe here breaks 

down some of the barriers for our kids 

when school isn’t in session. 

KidSafe is helping to bridge the gap 

between home and school for our 

most vulnerable kids, helping them and 

their families alike to build the confi-

dence to connect with their communi-

ties in a more meaningful way than 

they have previously been able to.”

Behind the Scenes

Howard Tran 

Eileen Vanderburgh 

Jonathan Wong

This has been an amazing year of 

growth for our organization. Over the 

course of spring and summer breaks 

we added three new school sites for 

our break time programs, bringing our 

current total to nine sites (with more 

in the planning stages). We are also 

working hard to deepen our program-

ming, focusing on giving our kids ac-

cess to skill-building opportunities like 

swimming lessons and music classes, 

and helping them build deeper con-

nections in their own communities.

Our new wrap-around food security 

program, generously funded by an 

anonymous donor, has allowed us to 

dramatically expand our work in this 

area with our kids and families; our 

community dinners, nutrition educa-

tion programming, and fresh food 

distribution has been such an exciting 

area of growth for us this year and we 

look forward to continuing to build on 

this work.

When we asked Rosemary about kids 

returning to school in the fall after a 

summer break at KidSafe, she told us 

that the feedback has been incredibly 

positive.

“One child in particular who had  

been hesitant to attend KidSafe was 

so excited to tell me about it when he 

came back to school. He told me that 

‘Summer was great! I went to KidSafe 

and it was great!’. It’s not something 

I would have expected from that 

specific child, as he had been on our 

radar as someone who was especially 

isolated. KidSafe has been such a 

great experience for him in coming  

out of his shell and connecting with  

his peers.”
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Donor Spotlight

Financial Overview Volunteer Contributions

6,666 hours = $164,559
in organizational savings!

KidSafe is proud to partner with the Vancouver School board.

$1,462,558 in revenue funded our programs in 2019. 

82% of this revenue was contributed by private donors. 

$60,005 In-kind

$21,204 Other

$258,402 
Government 
grants

$338,188
Special events

$154,046
Individual
donations

$630,714
Corporations
& Foundations

134 
Program  
Volunteers

11 Board & 
36 Committee 
Members

260 
Special Event 
Volunteers

KidSafe relies on the support of hundreds of community members who 

generously open their wallets as well as invest their time. Patrick “Paddy” 

Hatch generously lends his support to KidSafe both financially and by 

frequently stopping by our Queen Alexandra site to visit with and read to 

our kids. Paddy started grade one at Queen Alexandra Elementary School 

on September 4th, 1939, and attended through grade 8.

“When I go back to Queen Alexandra and sit in the exact same places 
that I sat as a kid, the memories just come rushing back. I struggled in 
school back then, so when I hear these kids nowadays at QA reading out 
loud perfectly clearly, it blows me away!” 
Paddy adds that he got straight A’s at Simon Fraser University, and he 

believes today’s QA KidSafe kids are on track for success as well.

We asked Paddy what inspires him to support KidSafe’s programs with his donations,  

and what keeps him coming back to Queen Alexandra: 

“When I came back to QA for their 100th anniversary, I learned about a lot of the challenges the kids were 
facing at home. For a lot of these kids, if they don’t go to school and didn’t have KidSafe in the break times - they 
don’t eat. They don’t ask for much, and the joy I get by being able to give them something feels almost selfish. 
When I stop by to visit with them they run up to me, yell out my name and hug me around the knees - that’s just 
worth everything to me.”



Food Security Program

No child should go to bed hungry, and no parent 

should ever have to choose between food and 

rent. KidSafe’s food security program provides 

wrap-around nutritional support to our kids and their families. 

Each Friday of our break time programs, we send kids home     

with bags of fresh wholesome foods to share with their 

families. For families who have been identified as 

dealing with severe food insecurity, we ensure that 

extra food is always available to take home. 

Because we know that cooking is an essential life 

skill, each of our kids take part in weekly nutrition education 

programming. Each week our young chefs-in-training 

learn a new healthy recipe and go home at the end of the 

day with everything they need (including ingredients 

and kitchen utensils) to recreate the dish at home for 

their families. Because learning doesn’t stop when kids 

become adults, we offer nutrition education workshops 

for our families as well, focusing on creating family meals 

that are budget-friendly, healthy, and delicious.

And since we know that eating together is such a great 

way to build community, KidSafe holds Community  

dinners at our nine school sites in the lead up to 

winter, spring, and summer breaks. These fun, 

family-friendly events are a great way for 

families and kids to get to know KidSafe staff, 

reconnect with friends they haven’t seen 

since last break, and gear up for another  

fun-filled KidSafe program. Families always 

leave at the end of the evening with  

bags of fresh bread, produce,  

and other delicious treats.

Break Programs

School is the center of the universe for many children. It’s where they learn, play, eat, 

make friends, discover role models, develop life-long social skills, and find help if a crisis 

arises.

Too often, opportunities that are essential for healthy development simply disappear 

for vulnerable children who may not have access to adequate nutrition, healthy adult 

relationships, positive social opportunities, or basic skill development outside of the 

school context. That’s why when school doors close, KidSafe Break Programs open to 

serve nearly 500 of Vancouver’s most vulnerable and resilient children. 

Each day of break, our kids have access to healthy and delicious meals, enriched 

programs to help them learn and grow, and exciting field trips and activities. Our 

highly-trained staff provide programming and support that is trauma-informed 

and universally designed. Kids are supported in building happy and supportive peer 

relationships, developing friendships that grow stronger each break.

At KidSafe, we want to know each of our kids as the unique, amazing humans they are. We take special care to 

understand what each kid needs to be successful in our program. If kids need help getting to site, we include them 

in one of our walking or driving school buses. If they need specific emotional support, we make sure our highly 

trained Child Support Workers know what’s going on. If a child shows up at our program without proper clothing or 

equipment, staff have access to our Compassion 

Fund to purchase necessities on a case-by-case 

basis. Because each situation, child, and family 

is different, we work to meet the unique needs 

of the individuals we serve.

2019 Program

Year-at-a-Glance
Leadership Pathway

At KidSafe, we’re lucky that very often, our kids start 

coming to our programs in Kindergarten and stay 

engaged with us through high school. Our leadership 

pathway, starting in grade 6, gives our kids the tools 

they need to become engaged, contributing members 

of the broader community. 

In grades 6 and 7, we focus on skill development - kids 

have access to first aid training, more advanced swimming 

lessons, financial literacy programming, and opportunities 

to contribute to the community through volunteerism. 

Starting in grade 8 and going through grade 9 we work 

towards preparing our kids for their first part-time jobs; 

our youth are given the opportunity to participate in a 

supported volunteer program at our sites, and we work 

with each kid to make sure they have basic structures in 

place that will allow them to be successful - things like a 

real bank account, a Social Insurance Number, and access 

to safe transportation. 

Finally, the summer between grades 9 and 10 our youth 

are invited to apply for our Junior Activity Leader 

program. In our experience, our youth are an amazing 

asset to our break time programming. It’s a win-win 

proposition: our kids have an “in” for a great part-

time job, and our programs get the benefit of the 

enthusiasm, energy, and empathy that our Junior 

Activity Leaders bring to our sites.
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Community 
Connectedness

Art Showcase

Community Dinners

Transit Police Dog Visits 

Library Program 

Cultural  
Connection

Indigenous Arts Program

International Penpals 

Museums and  
Galleries

1 2 

At KidSafe, we are always working to create 

programming that will help our children to  

feel more connected within their own communities  

as well as to diverse cultures. We want our kids 

to see themselves as an integral part of the 

community and plan for their futures.  

Our 5 key areas of focus form the basis for all 

of our program planning. Our kids participate in 

exciting adventures throughout their time with us 

that build skills and form a foundation that we hope 

will serve them well throughout their lives. 

Our Mission
To provide nurturing safe havens for vulnerable  

inner-city children when schools are traditionally closed.

Our 2 Core Program Principals
         Programs are offered  
         on a referral basis

All children and youth who attend KidSafe’s programs 

have been referred to us by school staff or social workers 

as the most vulnerable children in their neighbourhoods. 

This helps KidSafe reach the children who need us most.

         All programs and services  
         are free of charge

KidSafe’s programs and services are always offered 100% 

free of charge. As such, we rely on community donations to 

make our programs possible.

KidSafe’s Vision
All children live in a safe community with the inspiration and support  

they deserve to become healthy contributing citizens.

New Areas  
of Focus

Skill  
Development 

Swimming Lessons

Art Program

Cooking Classes

Golf Program 

Dental Health Program

Career  
Planning

Career Fair

Office Visits

Internship  
opportunities

Responsibility  
and Citizenship

Community Cleanup 

Junior-Senior Buddy 
Program

Youth Volunteer 
Program
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Story of Change
There is nothing we love more than to see our Kidsafe 

Alumni grow up and fly from the nest only to return as 

volunteers and even better — as KidSafe staff.  

Meet Max! Max attended KidSafe in elementary school, 

as breaktime for him would have otherwise been a long, 

lonely stretch of time. “I’m pretty extroverted,” Max told us 

recently, “and being around other people over school break 

was really awesome for me.. Especially on field trips. It was 

always fun to see the schedule each day and which out 

trips were coming up, or just playing games in the gym.”

Over the years Max has remained an important part of the 

KidSafe family, volunteering in the kitchen with Ray (who 

makes a famous baked pasta and is known for his salad 

dressing) and is now working at as a Junior Activity Leader. 

Max knows that kids are coming to program hungry, 

looking forward to pasta day or taco bars as much as he 

did. He takes a lot of joy in being able to help make the 

breaktime great for the next generation of KidSafe kids. 

Max is currently in the 10th grade and will speak at length 

about his school’s International Baccalaureate program, 

of which he is passionately working towards. He plans to 

attend University in a couple of years, putting his efforts 

toward science, specifically Chemistry. 

KidSafe relies on the generosity of a community of donors to
make our programs possible for the resilient children of Vancouver. 
Thank you to our amazing KidSafe family!

$50,000 - $99,000
Anonymous Foundation

Crofton House School

Mealshare

SUPER HERO

$100,000 + 
Anonymous Foundation

HERO

CHAMPION

MENTOR

$5,000 - $9,999 
Aviso Wealth Inc. 

BC Ministry of Social 
Development and Poverty 
Reduction

$25,000 - $49,999
Anonymous Foundation

Cause We Care Foundation

City of Vancouver 

Mary & Gordon Christopher 
Foundation

Gordon Ross & Jay Fiddler

Harvey & Jody Dales

Norton Rose Fulbright  
(on behalf of the Cottonwood 
Foundation)

Patricia Huscroft

Patrick Hatch

Peter & Joanne Brown 
Foundation

The Grayross Foundation, 
held at Vancouver Foundation

Tides Canada Foundation-  
Dr. Bik May Wai & Dr. Chung 
Nin Lam Endowment Fund

$15,000 - $24,999 
Blue Planet Links Foundation

Lagniappe Foundation

Seedlings Foundation

Telus Friendly Future 
Foundation

The Fletcher Family

Vancouver Sun  
Children’s Fund Society 
Adopt-A-School Project

Willow Grove Foundation

$10,000 - $14,999 
Anonymous Individual

BPS Wealth Management  
at CIBC Wood Gundy

Canucks for Kids Fund

Coast Capital Savings

Doug & Kelly Rae

Face the World Foundation

Giustra Foundation

Brian & Trish Hurl

Chris Spencer Foundation

CLICK

Diamond Foundation

Fasken Martineau  
DuMoulin LLP

Graham Moore

Hamburger Hockey  
League Members:

- Van Gale
- Joe LaLeggia
- Alexander Langer
- Airn Mackenzie
- Blair MacLean
- James Morton
- Don T. Nishio
- Adrian Smith
- Cameron Smith

McMillan LLP

Methanex Corporation

Mogan Daniels Slager LLP

Mogo Finance Technology Inc.



7     2 0 1 9  A n n u a l  R e p o r t    K i d S a f e  P r o j e c t  S o c i e t y

BUDDY

$500 - $999 
78th Fraser Highlanders 
Association of Vancouver

Alana Couch Photography

Amanda Magee

Amos Michelson

Anonymous Individual

Bob Fast

Cindy Cheuk

Clear Dental

David Black

Denise Nawata

Dorothy Hiebert

Elaine Ross

Frank Danielson

Gary Craig

Gaylean Sutcliffe

Geoffrey Ainsworth

Helping Hands of WorkSafe BC

Tudor Sheil Fund held 
at Vancity Community 
Foundation

Jane Davidson

Jane Kinegal

Jeff Charpentier

Jeff Louie

John Teti

Judy & Neil Watson

Kent Bubbs

KidzFirst Canada

Lisa Martz

Mario Furlan

Meredith Kimball

Pacific Point Consulting Ltd.

Patricia Taylor

Peter Schwab

Shelley Larson

St. Pius X Elementary School 
grade 3 and 6 class

Sung Van

Sussan Harandi

The Cadillac Fairview 
Corporation

The Zacks Family Charitable 
Foundation

Trevor Riback

Victoria Mendes

WECCA - West End 
Community Centre Association

$250 - $499
Aida Leung

Allen Challmie

Angela Chan

Anne Carson

Bill Juhasz

Carla Alexander

Carmen & Jennie deFoy

Chris Burns

Cindy MacMillan

Curtis Johansson

Dan Bowditch

Danielle Slavin

Danny Peart

Deborah Hodge

Denyse Couch

Don Bailey

Doreen Bellamy

Doug Allan

Ed Styffe

Elizabeth Macleod

Eric Watts

Greg Coram

International House Vancouver

Janette Lindley

Janice St. Helene

Jarma Del Rosario

Jeannie Mei-l-Kwan

Jenn Pearce

Jenna Siddle

John & Sherry Floren

John Fuerst & Pat Gill

John Ryan

Joy Phelps

Kelsey Dunwoodie

Lynn Curtis

Marco Zanatta

Margaret Jang

Mark & Cathy Wright

Marnie Poettcker

Mary O’Connor

Megan Stuart-Stubbs

Michael Scherman

Mike Mann

Mona Gleason

Moreen Cobb

Nick Suen

Patricia Parsons

Patti Bacchus

PIMCO Canada

Rebecca Gosse

Scott Perrin

Scott Stanley

Sean Waller

Sheila Patterson

SNC - Lavalin Inc

Stephanie Ng

Susan Childs

Suzanne Munroe

Tawni Hall

Terry Trainor

Todd Wilson

Ultimate Software

Nathanson, Schachter & 
Thompson LLP

Provincial Employees 
Community Services Fund 
(PECSF)

Safe and Sound Entertainment

ScotiaMcLeod Charitable 
Foundation

Vancouver Curling Club 
Association

Vicki Hamill

West Point Grey Academy

Wolrige Foundation

$2,500 - $4,999 
Andrew Mowat

Barry & Edite Phillpotts

Dan & Ursula Bowditch

G&F Financial Group

Give a Damn Vancouver

Greg & Kim Bay

James & Allison MacInnis

Marshall Curtis

Stephanie Williams

Teri & David Christopher

Van Tel/Safeway Credit Union 
Legacy Fund

Whole Foods Market

$1,000 - $2,499
Ahmad Doroudian

Aleem Bandali

Alexander Holburn Beaudin 
and Lang LLP

Anne Boyle

Anonymous Individual

Anthony Werry

Arbutus Family Holdings

BDO Canada LLP

Brady Fletcher

Buy-Low Foods

Canaccord Genuity

Canoe Financial

Cavendish Contracting Ltd.

Chris Wood

Claus (CJ) Jensen

Cushman & Wakefield Ltd

Cypress Capital Management

Dan Tsuei

Dekker Hewett Group

Denys Ford

Djavad Mowafaghian 
Foundation

Doug & Eva Christopher

Dr. J. Paul & Elizabeth Moxham

Ecowaste Industries Ltd.

Eileen Vanderburgh

Fidelity Investments Canada 
Inc

Forest Lawn Cemetery and 
Funeral Home

Fort Capital Partners

Fraidie Martz

Harley Owners Group 
Vancouver BC Chapter

Hotfusion Communications Inc

Hunter Litigation Chambers

Jim McEwen

Jim White

Joanne McDonald

Jonathan Wong

Kalvin Penner

Kathy Bailey

Katy Harandi

Keith Jensen

Kris Kotzer

Ladner Dental Clinic

Lawson Lundell LLP

Lights Up Musical Theatre 
Schools

Linda Gibbs

Lucas Scobie

Mago Charitable Foundation

Mary Christopher

MommyPow.ca

Mount Pleasant War Memorial 
Community Cooperative 
Association

Nicola Wealth Management

Parish of St. Philip’s

Peter Virvilis

RBC Foundation 

RBC Phillips, Hager & North

River Rock Casino Resort

Ryan Wilson

SAI Systems Auditing

Sawarne Lumber Co Ltd

Sean Fahy

Seymour Investment 
Management Ltd.

Sona Pay 

St. Mary’s Kerrisdale

Stephanie Daniels

Vancouver Fit Body Boot 
Camp

Vancouver Holdings (B.C.) Ltd.

Vistara Capital Partners

Walmart

Westland Insurance

Westside Tom Gradecak Realty

Wheaton Precious Metals

Whitelaw Twining Law 
Corporation 

Yenik Realty Ltd.
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Nick Swinburne

Nina Schmidt

Noah Shipman

Oscar & Jodi Daykin

Oskar Vahepold

Pacific Bottleworks

Pamela Chung

Pamela Featherstone

Parker Voynovich

Patricia McCalib

Paul Carnan

Paula Huber

Pauline Majcher

Peter Hartwick

Peter McLennan

Praveen Varshney

Quincey Kirschner

Rae & Mike Sutcliffe

Randy Schisler

Ray Walia

Rebecca Barker

Robbin McKinney

Robert Dewey

Robin Wright

Ron Scott

Rosemary Wray

Ross & Barb Hutchison

Samuel Sullivan

Sandra James

Sandra McLeod

Sandra Witherspoon

Sarah Goring

Sarah Leong

Scott Mackenzie

Sean Christopher

Seita Okuyama

Shafin Diamond Tejani 

Shirley Geldart

Sondra Schloss

Steve Liddicoat

Suzanne Boyd

Suzanne Hanson-Russell

Suzanne Wiebe

Suzanne Zwarych

Tim Charles

Tracy Rockwell

Tyler Delane

Tyrus Daykin

Ulmus Developments

University Hill Elementary

Urban Academy

Victoria Uberall

Wil Chan

Willy Woo

Our kids rely on KidSafe for essential 
services when schools are traditionally 
closed. We couldn’t be there for them 
without the support of people like you!

Monthly donor club!

$100 - $249 
Alana McKenzie

Albert Chang

Alicia Prata

Alison Sinclair Burns

Allan Reich

Andrea Bailey

Andrea Majorki

Andrew Bull

Anna Wan

Anthony Kirschner

Audrey Shields

Ayesha Coosemans

Barbara Hallat

Betty Gass

Beverley Byce

Bonnie Watts

Brenda Burroughs

Bruce Munro

Cameron Cathcart

Carol Chow

Catherine Chan

Cathy Vanderburgh

Cayleigh Handford

Cece Angus

Central City Foundation

Champlain Heights Annex 
Elementary School

Christine Maassen

Dale Mortimer

Daniel Nipp

Daphne Frost

David & Sylvia Spencer

Dean Rockwell

Debbie Kelly

Diana Lo

Don Gordon

Donald Urquhart

Donna Fillipoff

Donna Wagner

Doug Atchison

Dr. Stephen Nantel

Ellen Stradiotti-Gould

Elton Battersby

Erica Hiebert

 Farhad O Moola MD Inc

Fiona Beaty

Francine Giacomazza

Frank Lindsay

Garth Jones

Gary Rutherford

Gerry Thorne

Grandragons Team

Greg Aasen

Harley Rothstein & Eleanor 

Boyle

Hida H Shokri

Ingrid & Evan Alderson

Irene V Miller

Jack Brownhill

Jane Osler

Janey Lee

Janice Gill

Jason Robertson

Jaydeen Williams Rabinovitch

Jessica Mark

Jim Currie

Joan Conklin

Joan Coombe

Joan Ford

Jocelyn Lewis

John & Maureen Maclachlan

John Lane & Dianne Slimmon

Jonathan Aitken

Joyce English

Judith Schnarr

Judy Gale

Judy Richardson

Julianna Vittorio

Julie Robertson

Justin MacDonald

Karen Schmidt

Kathryn C Manning

Kathy Chan

Keaton Manjos

Kelly Talayco

Ken Spencer

Kenneth Abramson

Kevin Gass

Kids First Pediatric Therapy

Laurie Halpenny

Leah Marie Diamond

Leonard Cathcart

Lesley Tourigny

Linda Van Leeuwen

Lindsay Ryerson

Lindy Grant

Living Well Home Care 
Services

Lynn Marineau

Margarita Berrios-Hall

Marian Yaremy

Marie-Claude Arnott

Marjorie Wood

Maureen Atchison

Mel Felker

Micha Menczer

Michael Hedden

Michael Kaweski

Elizabeth Allen

Muriel Groves

Naoko Uchida

Nathan Daniels

Vladana Zlatic

Youth Musician & Artist 
Association

Alicia Prata
Allen Challmie
Christine Maassen
Cindy MacMillan
Denise Johnson
Denise Kolodziej
Denyse Couch
Eileen Vanderburgh
Elizabeth Allen
Emma Point
Eric Watts
Fiona Beaty
Frank Danielson
James MacInnis
Jane Osler
Jarma Del Rosario
Jason Jung

Jim White
John Fuerst
Jonathan Wong
Justin MacDonald
Kris Kotzer
Laurie Halpenny
Mark Wright
Michael Kaweski
Moreen Cobb
Muriel Groves
Rebecca Gosse
Ritu Bains
Ron Scott
Scott Mackenzie
Tawni Hall
Trevor Riback



red 
c:0  m:97  y:100  k:0
r: 238 g:42  b:36
#EE2A24

green
c:85  m:27  y:100  k:15
r:35  g:124  b:62
#237C3E

yellow
c:2  m:40  y:98  k:0
r:244  g:164  b:33
#F4A422

pink
c:0  m:85  y:4  k:0
r:239  g:80  b:151
#EF5096

purple
c:66  m:100  y:18  k:6
r:114  g:40  b:119
#722877

blue
c:97  m:68  y:14  k:2
r:0  g:91  b:152
#005B97

2019
Annual Report

The KidSafe Project Society   

201-211 Georgia St East 

Vancouver, BC V6A 1Z6 

www.kidsafe.ca

 

   Design and production donated by Luna Design and Pebbles Willekes Design. Printing sponsored by Colourtime Printing.      Registered charity number: 89026 6349 RR0001

Our mission is to provide  
nurturing safe havens to vulnerable  

inner-city children when schools  
are traditionally closed


